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Saturday 5 Jan
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research 
Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims 
to continually monitor our local HSC population 
to ensure that they stay around for generations to 
come. If you want to be a part of this important 
mission to rescue and study the HSC at Mandai 
Mudflats, please register individually at https://
tinyurl.com/nsshorseshoecrab (registration will 
open on 23 December). Time: 3.30 pm to 6 pm. 
For queries, please contact Lester at hscrr.nss@
gmail.com. Do bring along your cap, boots/booties, 
sunblock, repellent, and plentiful drinking water. 
Washing facilities are not available. Details will be 
emailed seven days before the programme date. 
Children with parental supervision are welcome. 
Open to the public.

Sunday 13 Jan
Birdwatching at Rifle Range
Meet Tan Ju Lin at 7.30 am at the junction of 
Rifle Range and Dunearn roads. We will carpool 
to the starting point at the end of Rifle Range 
Road. This is a good time to look for wintering 
birds like the Forest Wagtail, Arctic Warbler and 
the elusive Ferruginous Flycatcher. We will also 
search for resident birds such as the Asian Fairy 
Bluebird, Blue-winged Leafbird and Short-tailed 
Babbler. Bring rain gear, drinking water, and wear 
comfortable walking shoes (preferably waterproof) 
as the trail is uneven in parts. Members only.

Saturday 19 Jan
Asian Waterfowl Census
The annual Asian Waterfowl Census seeks to 
obtain information on water bird populations at 
various sites around Singapore. The data collected 
will be used as a basis for the evaluation of sites. 
It will also be a monitor for bird populations and 
help determine the conditions of Singapore’s 
wetlands. This census aims to encourage a greater 
interest in water birds and wetlands, thereby 
promoting their conservation. We need your 
help in the site surveys. Some experience in 
birdwatching and familiarity with water birds are 
essential as counting time is limited. The census 
will be from 2 pm to 5 pm during low tide. For 
more information or to register, please contact 
Lim Kim Keang at kklimsg@singnet.com.sg / HP: 
97391142 or Lee Ee Ling at ellee1584@gmail.com 
/ HP: 96935870 by 11 January. Open to the public.

Saturday 19 Jan
Nature Appreciation cum MacRitchie-Venus 
Drive Ramble
Meet Pandian at 8 am at the starting point in 
MacRitchie Reservoir Cafe where we will ramble 

on to Venus Drive. All participants must have no 
medical conditions and be 12 years old and above. 
Members only.  

Saturday 19 Jan
Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin 
(RUM Initiative)
Pulau Ubin is designated as a Key Biodiversity 
Area. In line with the Restore Ubin Mangroves 
(RUM) initiative, join us as we remove abandoned 
drift nets and marine debris that choke up 
Ubin’s coastline. This prepares the selected 
sites for scientific surveys and RUM restoration 
works. It ensures that our wildlife have the 
proper environment to thrive. Time: 2.30 pm to 
5.30 pm. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
ubinrum19jan2019. Registration opens one 
month before the event date. Due to bumboat 
capacity limits, maximum 24 pax. Meet at Changi 
Point Ferry Terminal. Details will be emailed to 
registered volunteers one week prior to the event. 
For enquiries, contact Lisa at nssmcg@gmail.com. 
Open to the public.

Sunday 20 Jan
Birdwatching at Kranji Marshes
This walk is offered in collaboration with NParks. 
Lee Ee Ling will lead us in exploring some of 
the paths and hides in Kranji Marshes’ Core 
Conservation Area, where we will enjoy excellent 
views across these freshwater marshes. Birding 
highlights include residents such as the Red-wattled 
Lapwing and Black-backed Swamphen, as well 
as migrants like the Common and Black-capped 
Kingfishers and Common Sandpiper. Time:  7.30 am 
to 10.30 am. Please email Lee Ee Ling (ellee1584@
gmail.com / HP: 9693-5870) by 8 January to register. 
Max: 20 pax. Registrations are subject to email 
confirmation. The walk is free but participants 
need to cover transport cost at $10 per person. A 
chartered bus will ferry us from the meeting point 
at Sungei Buloh Visitor Centre (60 Kranji Way) to 
the starting point at Turut Track. Please send your 
cheque addressed to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’ 
to the NSS office or fund transfer to DBS a/c no.: 
0339023574. Payment should be made only after 
confirmation. Open to the public.

Sunday 27 Jan
Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats
Join us to clean up Kranji Mudflats to benefit the 
wildlife that thrives there. Designated as a Key 
Biodiversity Area, this coastline is a key habitat for 
horseshoe crabs and an important feeding site for 
wading birds. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
nsscoastalcleanup by 18 January. Details will be 
emailed upon successful registration. For enquiries, 
contact Bryan at nssccu@gmail.com. Time: 8 am to 
10 am. Open to the public. 

 Activities                                                  JANUARY
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 Activities                                                 FEBRUARY
Saturday 16 Feb
Birdwatching at Kranji Marshes
This walk is offered in collaboration with NParks. 
Yap Wee Jin will lead us in exploring some of 
the paths and hides in Kranji Marshes’ Core 
Conservation Area, where we will enjoy excellent 
views across these freshwater marshes. Birding 
highlights include residents such as the Red-wattled 
Lapwing and Black-backed Swamphen, as well 
as migrants like the Common and Black-capped 
Kingfishers and Common Sandpiper. Time: 7.30 am 
to 10.30 am. Please email Lee Ee Ling (ellee1584@
gmail.com / HP: 9693-5870) by 31 Jan to register. 
Max: 20 pax. Registrations are subject to email 
confirmation. The walk is free but participants 
need to cover transport cost at $10 per person. A 
chartered bus will ferry us from the meeting point 
at Sungei Buloh Visitor Centre (60 Kranji Way) to 
the starting point at Turut Track. Please send your 
cheque addressed to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’ 
to the NSS office or fund transfer to DBS a/c no.: 
0339023574. Payment should be made only after 
confirmation. Open to the public.

Saturday 16 Feb
Coney Island-Lorong Halus Ramble 
Meet Pandian at 8 am at the starting point in 
Punggol MRT station where we will explore 
Coney Island and finish off at Lorong Halus. All 
participants must have no medical conditions and 
be 12 years old and above. Members only. 

Sunday 17 Feb
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research 
Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims 
to continually monitor our local HSC population 
to ensure that they stay around for generations to 
come. If you want to be a part of this important 
mission to rescue and study the HSC at Mandai 
Mudflats, please register individually at https://
tinyurl.com/nsshorseshoecrab (registration will 
open on 6 January). Time: 2 pm to 5 pm. For 
queries, please contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.
com. Do bring along your cap, boots/booties, 
sunblock, repellent, and plentiful drinking water. 
Washing facilities are not available. Details will be 

emailed seven days before the programme date. 
Children with parental supervision are welcome. 
Open to the public.

Sunday 24 Feb 
NSS Kids' Fun with Rainforest Life @ Rifle 
Range
The green domain at the end of Rifle Range Road 
is home to an assemblage of wildlife unique to 
the tropical rainforest. Explore this terrain with 
Uncle Si Guim as he shows us the plants, insects 
and birds that call it home. Time: 8 am to 10 am. 
Please register your children (4 to 12 years old) 
at http://tinyurl.com/nsskidsevent by 16 Feb. Cost: 
$2 (member) / $10 (non-member) per child. Fees 
will be collected on the spot. Parents, caregivers 
and older siblings are encouraged to join in at no 
charge. Confirmation details will be emailed after 
the closing date. For enquiries, contact Gloria at 
gloria_seow@yahoo.com. Open to the public. 

Sunday 24 Feb
Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats
Join us to clean up Kranji Mudflats to benefit the 
wildlife that thrives there. Designated as a Key 
Biodiversity Area, this coastline is a key habitat for 
horseshoe crabs and an important feeding site for 
wading birds. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
nsscoastalcleanup by 15 February. Registration 
will open on 28 January. Details will be emailed 
upon successful registration. For enquiries, contact 
Bryan at nssccu@gmail.com. Time: 8 am to 10 am. 
Open to the public.

Saturday in Feb
9th Parrot Count
Please obtain the event date from the NSS 
website. Join us to count parrots at their roosting 
sites. The census starts at 6 pm just before these 
birds return to their roosts. Native and introduced 
parrots, parakeets, lorikeets and cockatoos will 
be recorded. If possible, do note down the tree 
species used as roosts. A list of sites and site 
leaders will be posted on the NSS website as well 
as on the Facebook pages of NSS and the Bird 
Group nearer to the count date. Please email Lee 
Ee Ling at ellee1584@gmail.com one week before 
if you wish to participate. Open to the public.

Sunday 28 Jan
Butterfly Walk at Singapore Botanic 
Gardens  
Inscribed as the first and only Tropical Botanic 
Garden on UNESCO's World Heritage list, the 
Singapore Botanic Gardens is home to a rich 
variety of tropical trees, shrubs and vines. We shall 
explore primarily the Herb Garden and also the 
edge of the Eco Garden to look for a variety of 
butterfly species. Past visits have yielded sightings of 
the Rustic, oft thought as a forest species. But with 

the presence of its host plant in the garden, the 
Rustic is fairly easily seen here. Other commonly 
encountered butterflies include the Leopard, Plain 
Tiger, Common Mormon, Cycad Blue, Common 
Grass Yellow and Common Palmfly. Less common 
ones include our National Butterfly the Common 
Rose and the Hoary Palmer. Meet at 9 am at the 
Visitor Centre (Nassim Gate), in front of the RISIS 
Garden Shop. Bring hat and water. For queries, 
please contact Amy Tsang (HP: 98175549). Open 
to members and their friends. 
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4D/3N Lombok Shark Conservation & Adventure Trip

Join Kathy Xu on a marine conservation 
respons ib le  hol iday. Act iv i t ies  inc lude 

snorkeling in pristine waters, beach hopping, 
mini cliff trekking, as well as nature trail and 
waterfall trekking. Your participation will aid in 
shark conservation by providing an alternative 
income to shark fishermen. Cost includes 
accommodation with WiFi and breakfast, land 
transfers, full-day beach hopping and snorkeling 
boat trip with a visit to Pink Beach's pink sand 

and dramatic cliffs, full-day waterfall trek, snacks, 
drinks, packed lunch and snorkeling gear. Cost 
excludes flights, insurance and dinners. Please 
ensure that flights are still available before 
signing up for the trip. For registration or 
enquiries, email Kathy at kathyxtt@gmail.com. 
Read Kathy's article 'Reality Bites – A View to 
Lessen the Kill' in Nature Watch Jan-Mar 2014 
for more information. Open to the public

Dates : 22 to 25 March 2019                                     Closing Date : 1 March 2019
Cost   :  $450/$500 per member/non-member            Min/Max  : 4 pax to go                     

Trips Led by Members

The private trips here are the initiative of members who wish to travel to nature locations with other members 
or like-minded people. Arrangements will be made through a travel agency.

NSS Wins Charity Transparency Award for 3rd Successive Year
By Peter Connell, Honorary Secretary

Fo r  t h e  t h i r d 
successive year, 

N S S  h a s  b e e n 
c o n f e r r e d  t h e 
Charity Counci l ’s 
Charity Transparency 
A w a r d  ( C T A ) . 
We were  one  o f 
4 7  re c i p i e n t s  i n 
the 2018 awards , 
putting us in the top 
2% of all charities 
i n  S i n g a p o r e  i n 
terms of disclosure, 
accountability and 
robust underlying 
m a n a g e m e n t 
systems. 
At the awards ceremony held on 29 November 
2018, Guest of Honour and Minister for Culture, 
Community and Youth Ms Grace Fu talked about 
the widespread use of technology lowering the 
barriers to entry for fund-raising. This trend 
produces a golden opportunity for the charity 
sector, even for small charities, to reach out to 
more and more varied donors. However, she 
warned that this opportunity places a greater 
premium on charities having high levels of public 
disclosure and strong internal procedures to 
ensure accountability and safe management of 
donated funds.

The  Char i ty  Counc i l 
i n t roduced  t he  CTA 
in 2016 to recognise 
c h a r i t i e s  w i t h  go o d 
disclosure practices. These 
practices are aligned with 
the Charity Transparency 
Framework (CTF) and the 
Code of Governance for 
Charities and Institutions 
o f  Pub l i c  Cha r a c t e r. 
Charities are eligible for 
the CTA i f  they have 
more than $50,000 in 
annual revenue, have been 
in operation for at least 
three years and score 

well on the CTF. An external panel of judges then 
assesses all eligible charities in detail against nine 
sets of disclosure criteria. 
Each year, three charit ies are s ingled out 
from three size bands for the overall Charity 
Governance Award (CGA). NSS won the CGA 
accolade in the inaugural year (2016) in the ‘small’ 
charities band with revenues of less than $250,000. 
This year, the CGA winners were drawn from 
the health sector: MINDSET Care (focusing on 
mental health), Club Rainbow Singapore (focusing 
on children with chronic illnesses) and SATA 
CommHealth (focusing on health screening and 
primary health care).
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The issue of “Nature News” that you have 
before you is the last that will be produced 

in this style, one that I have known for the 
duration of my 30-year association with the 
Nature Society. “Nature News” will not be 
discontinued, but it will 
take on a leaner format, 
as its functions will be 
shared across a few NSS 
platforms. 

From March, “Nature 
News” will continue to 
carry the vital activity 
calendar that will alert 
you to upcoming walks, 
ta lks , and other NSS 
events. The reporting 
of events, brief articles, 
o p i n i o n  p i e c e s , a n d 
other newsworthy items 
will be featured on the 
Society’s website and in 
“Nature Watch”. We will 
try our best to continue 
to bring you the same 
engaging and interesting 
news and to keep you 
updated on the pulse of 
the Nature Society. 

My own association with “Nature News” goes 
back to 1989, when I first joined as a member 
of the Nature Society, which was then still the 
Malayan Nature Society (Singapore Brach). In the 
early 90s, one of my first volunteer duties with 
the Society was to assist with the production of 
“Nature News”, along with friends Dr Lee Lay 
Tin and Raymund Chan. Mine was not a very 
long stint, and I was not particularly adept at 
editing or layout design, but it was fascinating 
and inspiring. I felt close to the nerve centre 
of the Society. I was among the first to read 
the latest from Dr Ho Hua Chew and others 
who would later become my mentors in nature 
conservation.

Fast forward 30 years and I now find myself 
looking at the farewell issue of “Nature News” 
in the way I have always known it. Even as a 
member of the NSS Exco, I turn to “Nature 
News” to learn about the Society and to 
gain insight into the wonderful work being 

done by fellow members to make Singapore a 
better place for nature and for people. As we 
reconfigure our publications, I hope that you 
will still be able to easily access the pulse of the 
Society, and to know what we do and why we do 

it.

Our editor Gloria Seow 
has done a fantastic job of 
helming “Nature News” 
in addition to serving a 
key role in the Society’s 
educat ion  e f for ts . She 
updated and fine-tuned the 
look and format of “Nature 
News” and has, for quite 
a number of years, had to 
source for, schedule, and 
arrange events and news 
items, and to whip all of 
this together in a limited 
period. As President of the 
Nature Society, I want to 
thank Gloria for working 
to keep all of us in touch 
with our Society, and for 
helping us to understand it 
better. 

Most  o f  a l l , “Nature  News”  has  been a 
celebration of what committed members can 
accomplish when we identify important issues 
and work on them. It has served as a record of 
how we have tried our best to save our priceless 
heritage and shepherd it into the future for our 
children to look upon in wonder. 

I wish you and your loved ones a beautiful year 
ahead. Each year becomes increasingly important 
in our race to save the earth’s life-giving wild 
places. I hope we are up to the task and that 
as members of the Nature Society (Singapore), 
we will work together to do what we can for 
Nature and for Singapore.

Dr Shawn Lum
NSS President

 NSS Treasurer Bhagyesh Chaubey receiving the 
award from Commissioner of Charities Ang Hak 
Seng. Photo credit: Charity Council

Message from the NSS President

Farewell Issue of “Nature News” (As We Have Known It)
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The 34th Singapore 
B i r d  R a c e 

took place on 11 
N o ve m b e r  2 0 1 8 
a t  S u n g e i  B u l o h 
Wetland Reserve . 
This year’s contest 
s a w  3 1  t e a m s 
competing in three 
categories: Birder, 
Photographer and 
the first ever School 
Category. The Birder 
and Photographer 
C a t e g o r i e s  h a d 
f rom 7 .30  am to 
12 .30  pm to  see 
and photograph as 
many bird species as 
possible, while the 
Schoo l  Ca tegor y 
was given a shorter 
window from 8 am 
to 12 pm. A Best 
Picture Contest was another first for the race, 
where main sponsor Sony loaned out its Sony 
RX10M4 camera to interested participants. In all, 
three teams walked home with the prized Sony 
RX10M4 camera: for Best Picture, as well winners 
in the Birder and Photographer Categories. 

Results: Birder Category
To minimise travelling time, most of the 12 teams 
in the Birder Category limited themselves to 

the Kranji-Sungei 
Bu loh area . The 
Te r n s  l e d  b y 
veteran birder and 
former Bird Group 
Chairperson Lim 
Kim Keang with 
Al fred Chia and 
Tan Ju Lin turned 
in an amazing 78 
species to clinch 
the top position, 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
de fend ing  the i r 
title. Hot on their 
hee l s  we re  t h e 
Drongoes made 
up of Danny Lau, 
Lau Jiasheng and 
Ang Bao Jun who 
w e r e  j u s t  o n e 
s p e c i e s  b e h i n d 
with 77 birds seen. 
The  Fa lconets 

comprising Benjamin Lee, Max Khoo and Bryan 
Lee finished third with 73 species.

Results: Photography Category 
Ten teams took part in the Photography Category. 
Team In the Tree comprising Goh Cheng Teng 
and Lester Tan topped the scoreboard with 55 
species captured on camera, also successfully 
defending their title. Team Alpha Dynamo (Kwok 
Tuck Loong and Tay Sia Ping) finished in second 

Participants in the inaugural School Category

Guest-of-Honour Professor Leo Tan (extreme left) with 
Champions in the Birder Category, The Terns (Alfred 
Chia, Lim Kim Keang and Tan Ju Lin). 

 By Lim Kim Chuah, Alan Owyong & Tan Gim Cheong
 Photos by Yap Wee Jin

Team In The Tree were Champions in the Photography 
Category.
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place with 45 species while the Wings of Johor 
(Belinda Wong and Chiang Lai Peng) logged 44 
species for third spot.

Results: School Category
We were heartened by the turn-out of nine 
teams from four schools in this inaugural category. 
The enthusiastic students were led by volunteer 
guides. The teams scoured Sungei Buloh Wetland 
Reserve, finding themselves many lifers (first time 
seeing a bird species) in the process. There were 
four primary school teams, two each from Shuqun 
Primary and Yumin Primary. The Eagles (Shuqun 
Primary) led the pack with 32 species, followed 
by Team Champs A (Yumin Primary) with 31 
species and the Vultures (Shuqun Primary) 
with 24 species. In the secondary school sub-
category, Unity Secondary fielded four teams 
while Chung Cheng High (Main) had one team. 
The top prize went to Unity 1 (Unity Secondary) 
with 36 species, trailed closely by Team Cool & 
Mysterious (Unity Secondary) with 35 species 
and Team CCHM (Chung Cheng High) with 32 
species. 

The excitement and smiles on the faces of these 
students when they received their book prizes 
were reward enough for the organisers. We wish 
to thank John Beaufoy Publishing for sponsoring 

these books. The students also vied for the 
coveted Championship Trophy and Challenge 
Shield donated by Minister for Social and Family 
Development and Second Minister for National 
Development Mr Desmond Lee, which went to 
Team Unity 1 from Unity Secondary with an 
impressive 36 species. 

Results: Best Picture 
Out of 10 photos shortlisted for Best Picture 
captured with the Sony RX10M4 loan sets, Kwok 
Tuck Loong's image of the colourful Blue-winged 

Pitta emerged as the winner. He had taken the 
initiative to travel to the Chinese Gardens to 
shoot the pitta at its known hideout which paid off 
handsomely with his win of a brand-new camera.

Race Highlights
Several rare migrants were recorded during the 
race including a juvenile Pied Harrier flying near 
the Visitor Centre as well as the Stejneger's 
Stonechat at Harvest Link. Other notable 
sightings included the Blue-eared Kingfisher at 
Kranji Marshes, Drongo Cuckoo near the Visitor 
Centre, Red-throated Pipit at Harvest Link, 
Black-capped Kingfisher at Kranji Marshes, 
Wood Sandpiper at Lim Chu Kang Lane 3, 
Black Drongo at Turut Track and the globally-

threatened Straw-headed Bulbul 
at Kranji Nature Trail.
This year’s race was organised 
in partnership with Sungei Buloh 
Wetland Reserve, Friends of Buloh, 
Birdlife International, East Asian-
Australasian Flyway Partnership 
(EAAFP), Nature Photographic 
Society Singapore and PUB. Aside 
from Sony, other sponsors included 
Swarovski, Vortex and John Beaufoy 
Publishing. We thank our partners, 
sponsors and participants, and 
congratulate all winners. 
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B o o k  R ev i ew  o f  “ T h e  E t h i c a l 
Investor’s Handbook: How to Grow 
Your Money Without Wrecking the 
Earth”
By Dr Shawn Lum

Author    : Morten Strange
Publisher:Marshall Cavendish Business, ISBN   
 9789814828284

Ma n y  N a t u r e 
S o c i e t y 

m e m b e r s  k n o w 
M o r t e n  S t r a n g e 
a s  a  n a t u r a l i s t , 
bird photographer, 
traveller and natural 
history publ isher. 
W h a t  o n e  m a y 
not  be  aware  o f 
is  that Morten is 
a n  i n d e p e n d e n t 
f i n a n c i a l  a n a l y s t 
and author. “The 
Ethica l  Investor’s 
Handbook” is the 
fo l l ow-up  to  h i s 
2016 publication “Be 
Financially Free: How 
to Become Salary 
Independent in Today’s Economy”.
If you want to get rich quickly, you would have to 
look elsewhere. Morten assumes that the reader is 
one who seeks financial freedom through sensible 
investment but who does not want to wreck the 
earth in the process. Is it possible, he asks, to invest 
ethically and still do well?  While “The Ethical 
Investor’s Handbook” would not give you a connect-
the-dots approach to successful ethical investing, 
it works as an excellent guide to much more than 
investment. It is a thoughtful reflection on what is 
leading us down the path to ecological meltdown, a 
mirror against which to determine what is “ethical”, 
and a practical framework on deciding what to invest 
in, how to do it, and why it is worth a try.
But first a disclaimer: I have known and worked 
with Morten and his wife Ng Bee Choo for over 20 
years. He is a friend and a renowned naturalist from 

whom I have sought conservation feedback on many 
occasions. I have not sought any financial advice 
from him before however, and after reading his book, 
perhaps I should have.
Morten is neither blind to the activities his money 
funds, nor is he a starry-eyed optimist who thinks 
everything will work out okay in the end given the 
brains and know-how out there. He does care about 
seeking a decent return on one’s investment as well 
as in gaining and maintaining financial independence. 
But wherever possible, he believes it is better to 
reward responsible businesses and use one’s wealth 
to support people who aim to accomplish good in 
this world.
Morten is convinced that the financial forces that 
shape our world are taking us to a very bad place. 
Our financial system rewards the production of 
goods at the expense of natural capital and our 
environment. Sooner or later, humanity’s day of 
reckoning could well come. This view is not based 
on tree-hugging sentimentality but from experience. 
Morten has witnessed the diminution of bird 
populations, forests and wetlands; he has worked in 
the oil industry, for a Danish conservation NGO, and 
has interacted with leading conservationists from 
around the world. He speaks with conviction and 
authority
I learnt quite a good deal of environmental science 
and of how degradation of the environment is 
closely linked to an economic model driven by 
mounting debt and astonishingly low interest rates. 
He leaves it to the reader to decide how to build an 
investment strategy based on one’s appetite for risk. 
Importantly, he guides the reader in deciding one’s 
own ethical boundaries (for Morten, coal, nuclear 
weapons, landmines, and pesticides are out; on the 
other hand, road construction, human rights, meat/
dairy producers are “maybes” – he explains why). He 
shares instructive examples from his own investment 
experiences without being prescriptive. And, above 
all, Morten says that one has to do one’s homework. 
All sensible advice.
I had an ominous view of our future after reading the 
opening chapters. But stay with Morten until the end 
– you may come out thinking that there might be a 
chance for us after all, and that our values, ambitions, 
and hard-earned savings can be part of the solution.

Long-time NSS member and Senior Librarian Timothy 
Pwee of the National Library Board (NLB) presented 

a talk on “Natural History Societies” at the National 
Library on 25 October 2018. The talk was inspired by 
NSS’s donation of some 30 odd years of its meeting 
minutes (from 1954 to the 1980s) to NLB. During this 
period, NSS was known as the Malayan Nature Society 
(Singapore Branch). NSS also donated research reports, 
conservation proposals and other publications to NLB 

By Gloria Seow

Talk on Natural 
History Societies at the                 

National Library

Book Review
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where they would be stored in a more stable climate. 
Researchers would also find it easier to consult the 
papers there. 
Timothy’s talk covered a lot more than just NSS’s 
history. In fact, he gave a bracing account of civil society, 
the origins and growth of scientific societies and 
moved on to talk about the significant natural history 
societies around the world including Asia. He identified 
one of the pioneer learned society in this region as 
the Batavian Society for Arts and Science founded in 
1778 by the Dutch. The earliest learned society for 
Singapore was The Straits Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, formed in 1877. The “Journal of the Straits 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society” started with the 
Society’s inception, occasionally publishing natural 
history articles with contributors like Henry Nicholas 
Ridley (“Mad Ridley” of rubber fame). It continues to 
this day as the “Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society” (JMBRAS). 
A major aim of these societies then, the gathering 
grounds of educated elites, was the dissemination of 
knowledge. Papers were read at their meetings, much 
like today’s conferences. Papers were also published 
in their respective journals. Oddly for Singapore, the 
publication of research papers did not start with 
JMBRAS but 30 years earlier. Colloquially known 
as “Logan’s Journal” or “The Journal of the Indian 
Archipelago and Eastern Asia”, it was published by 
James Richardson Logan and lasted from 1847 to 1859. 
“Logan’s Journal” was more sociocultural, historical, and 
geographical in its focus, with topics like the history 
of agricultural products such as pineapple and gutta 
percha. 
Timothy went on to cite examples of natural history 
societies in Asia and their respective journals, including 
the Bombay Natural History Society (1883) and the 
Siam Natural History Society (1913). Members of such 
societies were expected to contribute to their journals 
or at the least to “forward notes upon the habits of 
animals and plants, or local lists of collections made in 
different parts of the country”. This was the scene in 
which the Singapore Natural History Society and its 
publication “The Singapore Naturalist” was founded 
in 1922 by Dr Gilbert Brooke. A medical doctor, Dr 
Brooke was first Port Health Officer before becoming 
Chief Health Officer from 1914 to 1928. He developed 
St John’s Island into the world’s largest quarantine 
station, to support Singapore as a major travel node. 
“The Singapore Naturalist” featured a good mix of 
articles on local wildlife and plants and lasted from 
1922 to 1928. 
Timothy introduced the colourful personalities of 
Singapore’s nature scene then, from Major John Coney 
Moulton (curator of the Sarawak Museum,  zoologist 
and Director of the Raffles Museum and Library) 
who was the first president of the Singapore Natural 
History Society to Theodore Rathbone Hubback 
(hunter turned conservationist), Isaac Henry Burkill 
(second president and Director of the Singapore 
Botanic Gardens), Rev George Dexter Allen (third 
president and entomologist), as well as Richard Eric 
Holttum (also became president, Director of the 
Singapore Botanic Gardens and founder of the Malayan 
Orchid Society that is today’s Orchid Society of South 
East Asia). Sadly, the Singapore Natural History Society 
ceased in 1933. 
Subsequently, the “Malayan Nature Journal” was 
published in 1940 way before the first meeting of the 

Malayan Nature Society (MNS) in 1948. Its founding 
president was Chief Game Warden of Taman Negara 
Edward Oswald Shebbeare who was based in Kuala 
Lumpur. Each state in Malaya developed its own 
branch of the Malayan Nature Society. The Singapore 
Branch of the Malayan Nature Society (MNS(SB) 
– today’s NSS) was founded in 1954 with Michael 
Willmer Forbes Tweedie as Chairman, Ivan Enoch as 
Secretary, and three committee members: Professor 
R Denston Purchan, Dr J W Purseglove and Loke Wan 
Tho. Loke stood out for not being European and not 
working in the natural history field. As Chairman of 
Cathay Organisation, Malayan Banking, Malayan Airways 
and more, Loke’s expertise was in bird photography. 
Timothy spoke at length on Loke's friendship with 
Salim Ali and his part of integrating Singapore into the 
international ornithological scene including what is 
today BirdLife International. There were even movie 
screenings for MNS(SB) in Cathay's Odeon cinema. The 
audience was tickled by a photo showing a 130-foot 
wooden tower Loke had built to photograph a White-
bellied Sea-eagle’s nest. 
Equally eminent, first president of MNS(SB) Tweedie 
was Curator then Director of the Raffles Museum. 
He worked tirelessly to make the “Bulletin of the 
Raffles Museum” a prominent scientific publication, 
also publishing books and pamphlets aimed at public 
education starting with “Poisonous Animals of Malaya” 
in 1941. Timothy then talked about the Malayanisation 
of MNS(SB) (i.e. more locals rather than European 
expatriates becoming leaders). For example, local 
marine biologist Dr Roland Sharma became MNS(SB)’s 
president in 1977. Dr Sharma helped save the Raffles 
Museum’s natural history collection when the National 
Museum divested it and the Science Centre declined 
to take it in the 1970s. Today, the collection resides in 
the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum in NUS, 
housing important type specimens from the region.
Referencing the donated publications, Timothy said that 
the early activities of MNS(SB) seemed evenly divided 
between outdoor trips and indoor talks and screenings. 
There were even aqualung diving classes. The topic 
then moved on to NSS’s conservation history. I was 
surprised to find out that the Society was actively 
campaigning in the 1950s to save Ulu Pandan Nature 
Reserve from development. Dr Ng Soon Chye was 
cited as the leader of NSS’s first research report in 
1977 on Serangoon Sludge Treatment Works at Lorong 
Halus. Dr Ng later served as NSS’s second president 
from 1994 to 1997. NSS’s more recent history such 
as the separation from the Malaysian Nature Society 
in 1991 with Professor Wee Yeow Chin as NSS’s first 
president, the conservation of Sungei Buloh in 1993, 
and the Lower Pierce Golf Course campaign were 
also mentioned. The 
ta lk  ended with an 
i n v i t a t i on  to  v i ew 
rare  cop ies  o f  the 
f irst issues of “The 
Singapore Naturalist”, 
“The Malayan Nature 
Journa l”  and other 
reference material.

Rare  copie s  o f  the 
f ir s t  i s sues  o f  “The 
Singapore Naturalist”, 
“The Malayan Nature 
Journal” and other 
reference material were 
on display.
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Despite the looming school exams, a group 
of children and their parents turned up to 

admire the lush and beautiful Moulmein-Goldhill 
Community Garden on 29 September 2018. Led 
by Auntie Angel Ang who lives a literal stone’s 
throw away, we were brought on a tour of the 
substantial plot of community land brimming with 
the earth’s goodness. 
Under the loving care of 30 odd volunteer 
gardeners, this award-winning garden was heaving 
with fruit trees such as Papaya, Banana, Breadfruit, 
Starfruit and Kedondong. Auntie Lena Chow then 
pointed out the strange and barely-visible Starfruit 
Plume Moth. There were rows of leafy pesticide-
free vegetables growing under mesh to protect 
them from insects and the harsh tropical sun. 
Vegetable saplings are purchased from local farms 
and take about a month to mature. Auntie Angel 
rattled off the various greens growing such as Cai 
Xin and Xiao Bai Cai, which to the untrained eye 
were difficult to tell apart. One of these vegetables 
has a funny Hokkien name ‘Pa Bor Cai’ (translated 
as Beat Wife Vegetable). Auntie Angel then told 
the story of a husband attributing the reason of 
a stack of vegetables shrinking substantially when 
cooked to his wife having a lover, and consequently 
beating her up. 
We also found many other edibles growing, from 
Lime and Lady’s Fingers to pretty Double Blue Pea 
flowers. The garden also has decorative ornamental 
plants, lattice work and rock garden features. 
Auntie Angel revealed that to win competitions, 
she and her gardeners outdo themselves every year 

by growing 
“di f f icu l t” 
plants such 
as Dry Padi 
(rice). The 
k ids  were 
pleased to 
s p o t  t h e 
Four-l ined 
Tr e e f r o g 
that lives in 
t h e  p o n d 
area.

Auntie Angel’s 
husband Uncle 
M i l t o n  A n g 
then took over 
to  te l l  us  the 
s t o r y  b e h i n d 
the creation of 
the garden and 
nearby Malcolm 
P a r k  ( w h e r e 
great birds like 
the Crested Serpent Eagle can be found). Malcolm 
Park and the garden itself were once forested 
areas. Malcolm Park is one of the reasons why the 
Bukit Timah area no longer experiences major 
floods. Singapore’s Water Agency PUB built a huge 
storm drain through Malcolm Park to link the 
Bukit Timah canal with the Thomson canal, so that 
excess rainfall can be shunted in either direction. 
The patch that is now the community garden 
was cleared to facilitate the removal of a hornet’s 

n e s t  i n  t h e 
forest behind. 
The residents 
p r o p o s e d  a 
c o m m u n i t y 
g a rden  i n  i t s 
place. 
Unc l e  M i l ton 
a l s o  r e l a t e d 
that during the 
in famous Mas 
Selamat escape 
from the nearby 
Whit ley Road 
D e t e n t i o n 

Centre, the police swarmed the Malcolm Park and 
Goldhill neighbourhoods in door-to-door searches. 
We then strolled through Malcolm Park itself 
for a spot of birdwatching. The place is a known 
stake-out for long-lens photographers to shoot 
the resident Crested Serpent Eagle. Although we 
did not see the eagle, we were rewarded almost 
immediately with a pair of Oriental Pied Hornbills 
that flew in and landed at close range. We scoped 
the Asian Glossy Starling and Pink-necked Green 
Pigeon, and encountered many other birds 
including flocks of Red-breasted Parakeets and the 
Black-naped Oriole. The globally-threatened Straw-
headed Bulbul serenaded us with its distinctive call. 
We even had fun harvesting fragrant Pandan leaves 
with pen knives. Auntie Lena Chow identified a 
couple of dragonflies that hung out at the stream. 
Back at the community garden, we trooped into 
the airy shelter where Uncle Milton and Auntie 
Angel had graciously prepared for us a feast of 
Putu Mayam (an Indian snack) and two kinds of 
Goreng Pisang (deep-fried banana) which we 
washed down with refreshing Lemon Grass drink. 
We thank them for being the perfect hosts.

NSS Kids’ Fun with 
Community Gardening
By Gloria Seow, Vice Chairperson 

Education Committee
Photos by Gloria Seow & Lena Chow
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 Announcements
NSS Welcomes Donations 
I f  you believe in the importance of nature 
appreciation and conservation in Singapore, help 
us keep our work going with a donation to NSS. 
As we are a registered Charity and an Institution 
of Public Character, your donation will qualify for 
tax deduction, which will be automatically reflected 
in your income tax assessment. Please make your 
cheques payable to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’. 
For tax exemption purpose, please write your full 
name, contact number and NRIC/FIN number at 
the back of your cheque. We look forward to your 
financial support.
Wanted: Used Stamps for the NSS Stamp Fund
The Stamp Fund is boosted by members and 
friends who collect and send us used postage 
stamps. These are then sold to an overseas dealer 
once or twice a year. Simply cut out the stamps 
from the envelope without cutting into their edges. 
No need to soak the stamps off the envelope 
paper. Keep sending your stamps to the NSS office 
in an envelope marked "Stamp Fund"! Our grateful 
thanks to all contributors. The NSS Stamp Fund 
now stands at $23,634.95.
Submit Your Nature Sightings to iNaturalist
Submit your nature sightings to iNaturalist (https://
www.inaturalist.org) and let the iNaturalist 
community and Machine ID identify and verify 
your observations. By sharing your records, you 
are creating quality data for scientists to better 
understand and protect Singapore's biodiversity. 
See what others have observed at https://www.
inaturalist.org/observations?place_id=6734.
New Members: Join us in our Special 
Interest Group & Other Activities 
All members are welcome to participate in any of 
our listed activities. Most events do not require prior 
registration. Simply turn up at the appointed time 
and place, and you will be off to discover and learn 
about Singapore’s natural offerings. Do not be nervous 
about your lack of nature knowledge. Just let your trip 
leader(s) know that you are new and he/she/they will 
gladly guide you. 

NSS Membership Benefits 
Show your NSS membership card to enjoy 
discounts! Please contact us if your business is 
interested in offering NSS Membership Benefits. 
1)  Pharmaplus
Tel: 6887-3456. www.pharmaplus.com.sg
* Up to 10% discount for online purchases. 
Last Issue of Nature News
This is the farewell issue of Nature News. From 
henceforth, please send your activities, news 
articles and accompanying photos to NSS Member 
Programme & Outreach Officer Kerry Pereira 
(kerry@nss.org.sg). The Society reserves the right 
to select and edit contributions for postings on the 
NSS mobile app, Facebook page, website and/or 
Nature Watch, where appropriate.
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